[Epidemiology of substance dependence].
Objectives of epidemiological research in the field of substance dependence are presented, as well as the main sources of information and some problems of data collecting. Concerning the nature and degree of substance dependence and their adverse consequences, the present state at a global level is described and also the main trends. Factors are discussed which may have an impact on future developments. Furthermore the usefulness of epidemiological data in the analysis of risk factors and in the analysis of intervention effects are discussed.